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Epheſ. IV. ver. 22. 


Ib ye put off concerning the former C onver- 
ſation, the Old Man mhich is corrupt, accord- 
ing to the deceitful Luſts. 


S a right Underſtanding of the Do- 
crine of Original Sin, is of a very 
extenſive Uſe in directing the whole 
Courſe of a Chriſtian's Life and Con- 
verſation 3 nay, in framing a right Notion of 
all the Articles of our moſt Holy Religion; ſo 
a ſlight and ſuperficial inſight into the Nature 
thereof, muſt ever be attended with many ſad 


ing ſo copiouſly, tho? not on the Word of 
= 97a Sin, yet on the Thing ſigniſied thereby, 
mwuſt needs put a ſerious Reader of the Sacred 
| Oracles, upon an induſtrious ſearch after the 
Truth of this Matter. Therefore the main Point 
upon which my Diſcourſe, and your Attention, 
is to be fix'd, for the preſent, is | 
THE DOCTRINE OF ORJGINAL SIN. 


For the better clearing of this Article of our 
Religion, I ſhak conſider, 


Firft, The Nature; and 
Secondly, The Conqueſt of Original Sin. 


begin with the Firſt, viz. The Nature of O- 
Toma Sin. The Apoſtle in the Words of my 
At, ivr. iſtes us with a Deſcription, which 
2 A 2 perhaps, 


and fatal Conſequences. The Scriptures treat- 
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«ͤö;—oj· 5 
perhaps, is as ample and compleat, as any that 
is extant in the Sacred Writings. He calls this 
original Corruption by the Name of the old Man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful Luſts. 
Every Word affords Plenty of Conſideration, 
towards clearing up the Nature and Properties 
of original Pollution, which is now to be more 
particularly explain d. Firſt, he calls it 
A Man: Put off the Old MAN: viz. an 
intire Man, not a Part or Limb of a Man: A 
Man made up of Soul, Body, Senſes, together 
with Reaſon it ſelf, Will and Underſtanding, 
Memory, Imagination, Heart, and -the whole 
Train of Motions, Reaſonings, Deſires, Thoughts, 
and Inclinations reſulting from thence. All this, 
and perhaps a great deal more, is comprehend- 
ed under this comprehenſive Word MAN, 
which the Apoſtle will have pat of by the E- 
phefians. All the Faculties and Actions of Soul 
and Body are influenced, and to that degree pol- 
luted, by origin al Sin, that almoſt nothing at 
all is ſeen in a Man thus corrupted, but Sin, 
his manly Vigor and Virtue being, if not quite 
loſt, yet utterly indiſpoſed for a Spiritual Lite 
and Practice, till it is reſcued and reſtored by the 
powerful Grace of God. Thus he calls origi- 
nal Sin, a Man: not as if it were a Creature 
coming out of the Hand of God; (for when God 
ſaw every thing that HE had made, behold it was 
very good: Whereas now, after the Corruption 
of Mankind, when the Lord looks down from Hea- Wil 
ven upon the Children of Men; to ſee if there le. 
any that underſ and and ſeek God; He preſently i 
 geclires by his Spirit: They are all gone aſide, 
| they are altogether become filthy ; there is none that 
dath good, no not one, Pial, XIV. 2, 3. Rom., 
III. 10.) But it is called a Man, by reaſon of 5 
its overſpreading the whole Man, and leaving 
N Sor ig 8 , ſcarce 
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; Man. Wherever, ,you, look upon the natural 
lan, you ſee nothing but a laſting Blot and 
Stain of Sin, caſt upon him by the firſt Tranf- 


gellon of Adam; but then you muſt have an 


dye free from the Prejudices of vulgar Errors, 


Na that good, (as too many do) which is only 
3 Eril in the Eyes of the Lord. = 


As the Soul is the prime Subſtance that makes 
a Man; 1o it has ſured moſt by Original Cor» 


3, ruption. And being thus corrupted, it conveys 
- wthing but Corruption to the Body, and all its 
4 Members and Actions; it being impoſſible that 
-4 ſuch a vitiated Original, ſhould derive any real 
* goodneſs on what proceeds from it. This Cor- 
V, ruption doth univerſally overflow the Soul, that 
E not one Faculty ſhe is endued with, can boaſt of 
* having eſcaped that fatal Contagion which bath 
lied on Mankind. All is ſmitten with this 
at eſtilent Infection of Original Sin REASQ N 
in, t ſelf, altho* it be even now ſet up by too ma- 
ire as the chief Leader of Mankind, is become 
ite tterly unfit to anſwer that high Character. It 
the th a great ſhare in Original Sin, and the Pol- 
;ci- utions reſulting from it are more dangerous, 
ure ecauſe they are more Spiritual, and of a deeper 
> Je, than thoſe that work chiefly upon the Senſes. 
oa From this proceeds that variety and va- 
ion of Evaſions, Pretences, and Excuſes, where- 
7:6: ich the natural Man uſes to arm himſelf a- 
„„ inſt the Impreſſions of Divine Grace, and to 
ay ale the Work of a thorough Conyerſion. Theſe 
fat, Jaioos Shifts. and Evaſions, are like ſo many 
„ht res, whereby the common Enemy of Souls 
om. ME =28!es fall'n Men, and holds them faſt in the 
n of * of Iniquity. *Tis from Reaſon, that Peo- 
ving e and oyt ſo many falſe Na nes to diſparage 
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farce any thing undefiled in the Conſtitution of 
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5 The Doctrine of 
true Piety and Religion. Reaſon, before it i; 
reſtored to its Soundneſs and Integrity, takes in 
Things too ſuperficially ; and the Idea's it frames 
of Religion, fall infinitely. ſhort of what they are 
in themſelves. Let a Soul be but touch d with hearty 
remorſe for the Corruptions of her former Life, 
and the violent Provocations offer*d to infinite 
Goodneſs; this corrupt Reaſon will ſoon beready 
to fix an ill Name on ſo good a Work. What 8 
more common, than to hear the Convictions of 
the Law cried down for the Effect of Vapour: 
and Melancholy ? Hereby we have almoſt loſt the 
Doctrines of Contritzon and Compunction, of Syi- 
ritual Sorrow, of a living Faith, together with 
many more of that Nature. And how can it bi 
expected, that the Practice thereof ſhould be any 
more ſeen in Peoples Lives, when the Doctrine 
it ſelf is fo little regarded in theſe degenerate 
Times ? 8 15 : | 

If we next conſider the WILL of the old Man, 
it can't be thought that ſhonld come off unhurt 
in ſuch a general Inundation of Evil. Self- Vill wal 
the firſt Inlet of that Stream of Corruption, 
that ſoon after broke in upon all the Faculties 
of the Soul. As the greateſt Happineſs of the 
Creature muſt needs conſiſt in having one Will 
with the Creator; ſo it proves the very Source; 
of all Unhappineſs, whenever the Creature 
breaks that ſacred Tie, and ſets up a Will of itz 
vwn, contrary to the Will of its Sovereign Lord. 
This is attended with a World of unruly and anxi- 
ous Motions, whereby the Soul taſtes the Bitter 
neſs of Diſobedience, and the Torments ſhe vill 
certainly ſuffer, if ſhe continue in this State oi 
obſtinate Self. IVil. Who is it that duly conſider 
that it is Sel /. Mill, which makes a Man rebel again 
God, engroſſing that to himſelf, which is only atd 
entirely due to the Supreme Being? 7 
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Mil is, as it were, the So al of that Carnal Mind, 
it is] which renders a Man att Enemy to God, (Rom. 
es in VIII. 7.) declares War againſt Him, and breaks 


ame of all the Commerce and Intercourſe which the 


y are Creature ſhould have with the Creator, And 
cart this, you'll ſay, muſt needs be attended with a 
Life, Flood of Miſery and Anxiety; the godleſs Sin- 
finite ner getting looſe from Him, who alone is able 


ready 


to ſupport him under the common Diſtreſs of 
hat 1s | 


this World. He hath made his own Will, 


20s of Wit, Wiſdom and Eſtate, - his God, on which 
apour: WI he preſumes to depend, and to fetch relief from 
ſt the thence, when he begins to ſink under the burden 
f Spi- of Miſery incident to this Life. Thus every 
with wilful Man is an dolater, which is ſo much the 
it be more dangerous, by how much the leſs ſenſible 
be ani be is of ſo heinous a Crime; the Jdolarry he 
\arin ll commits, lurking under a fair Cover, and being 


nerate fed to that degree, that none but a truly ſpi- 


ritual Eye can diſcover it. 


Man, Tis for this obſtinate and refractary Will, 
unburt that the fallen Angel is called Belial, that is, 
i was boar Toke, becauſe he would have a Will 
 ption, BW? his own, and ſo ſhaking off the Will and Go- 
cultierFrernment of his Maker, deprived himſelf of that 
of the original Excellency which by the Grace of Cre- 


on was freely conferred on him, being now upon 


W's Rebellion, bound down to moſt dreadful 
eature Wd everlaſting Puniſhments. From whence it 
1 of 11 llows, that all thoſe are the Children of Be- 
Lord., who by breaking aſunder the Bands of the Law 
danxl WP! the Lord, and caſting away the Cords of his 
Bittere, give themſelves up to a diſſolnte and law- 
ſhe wil Courſe of Life. Such a godleſs Conduct, 1 
State dg muſt needs prove the Root of all Sin, and 
onſideue lalet. of all Miſery. And this is a ſmall 
again went of the 7 of the old Man. on 
nly and 85 _ 75 Should 
his S/ 
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Should we take a ITE of the, n 
Imagination, Thoughts, and Inglinatiuns of a Man, 
| © hurried on, by the Power of original Corru- 


teſtable : | But then they, ſhould appear in their 
_ own native Colours, without. Veil or Covering, 
And truly, the brighteſt, Parts, as we call em, 


to defile the Humane Nature more and more. 
Engines ſet on work by the Enemy. of Souls. 
The more we improve (or, ſhall I ſay, mifm- 
tion, Converſation; the more deſtructive we 


ſigus tending to promote the Cauſe of Chriſt, and 


ries 'em away into ſpiritual Slavery, and makes 


's 


8 „ 
ption, they would prove, as perverſe. and de- 


are now under the Government of the old Man: 
They ſerve only to propagate. Original Fin, and 


os OP 


Whilſt they are kept under this hard Oppreſſ- 
on and Servitude, they are uſed as ſo many 


prove) 'em, by Studies, Arts, Learning, Educa- 


render them to the Work of God in the 
Converſion of Souls, nay, to all other good De- 


the Good of Mankind. They opght firſt to be 
reſcued from the domineering Principle that-car- 


'em Captives to Self-love, Self-will, Self-antereſt, 
and other ſiniſter Ends, as ſo many unhappy 
Effects of Original Sin. Without this foregoing 
Reformation, wkereby the corrupted Principle 
and Byaſs of the Soul is weaken'd, all the Fa- 
culties thereof are but ſo many Advocates of 
Sin and Debauchery. Thus a Man of great Parts, 
(for they may be Great, and yet never God) 5 
a great Promoter of Vice and Wickedneſs. He 
that hath a great deal of Wit, hath a great ma- 
ny laventions to undermine true Piety, and to 


confound the Simplicity of Chriſtian Religion. 


He that is of an high Extraction, and publick 


Station, IS but the more fir for exalting hin- ; 
ſelf againſt the Knowledge of God, and ſptead- 
ing the Infeion of his diſtemper'd Soul. — 
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that is of a quick! Apprebenſion, is the ſooner tin» 

Mas dured by the Condle of this World. The. a- 
F rru- cute and nimble Reaſorer, will. reaſon himſelf 
de. into all theſe ſtrong holds, which none but 
their I mighty Weapons are able to pull down at laſt. 
ring. Thus we ſee how the old Man thath;corrupted 
dem, al, and even the nobleſt Faculties pf the Mind, 
| degrad ing them from their firſt Splendour and 
Dignity, and ſubjecting them to the Dominion 
of Sin and Satan. Hereby Meu are rendred in 
fne, worſe than Brutes themſelves, and their 
Nature debaſed below the Nature of the very 
Beaſts. Their exquiſite. Parts, proſtituted to Luſt 
and Vanity, make em exquiſite Sinners. For 
tho' the Creature be made ſubject to vanity as 
well as Men, yet it 1s not willingly: Whereas 
fal'n Men invent Vanity, delight in Vanity, and 
too often continue in Vanity, without any Senſe 
and Remorſe at all! Alas, who will deliver us 
from the Body of this Sin! Let a Man be in Ho- 
nur, and let every one look with wonder aad 
regard upon him; if he doth not underſtand, or 
eliſh the Things of God, he js like the Beaſts 


that periſh, Pſal. XLIX. 29. ff 51 1 2 
This then is the old Man, and his Power and 

Energy in part deſcribed. St. Paul adds the fit 
eſt Epithet, calling him corrupted. The old Man 
Pbich is CORRUPT according to the deceitful. Laſts. 
e doth not ſay, that ſome Limbs, only are cor- 
upted ; but he ſpeaks of the Man, the whole 
an, with all his vital and ſubſtantial Parts, his 
ſenſes and Faculties, internal and external Mo- 
ons and Inclinations, Thoughts and Imagina- 
ons. Aan is corrupted, and corrupted every 
ere. Not one, or an individual Perſon is cor- 
ted only; but the Nature, the very Being, Root 
id Sab ſtance of a Man, with his Reaſon, and all 

5 blimeft Powers. is corrupted, clogged, and 
B taint» - 
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10 e Doctrine of 
tainted with a deep dye of all manner of Lnſts, 
The Seeds of the carnal Mind are ſcattered thro' 
the whole Man. One may now apply to the 
corrupted State of Men, what the Prophet ſays 
of the corrupted Governours of Judah: Tbe whole 
Head is fick, and the whole Heart faint. From the 
Sole of the Foot, even unto the Head, there is 10 
ſoundneſs in it: But Wounds, and Bruiſes, and putriſy 
ing Sores : They have not been cloſed, neither bound. up, 
neither mollified with Ointment, Iſai. I. 5, 6. Now as 
Mankind is once corrupted by Original Sin, and 
the ſad Infection of Adam deriv'd on all his un- 
happy Iflue; ſo by Actual Sin, a Man corrupts 
himſelf more and more. He drives the Trade 
of Sinning as it were, on that original Stock 
he receiv'd from Adam by the Means of a carnal 
Generation. Thus the Life of 4 natural Man i 
not hing, but a continual and uninterrupted Corrs 
ption of himſelf, and of all the Faculties of Soul and 
Body. The longer he lives, and the more he 
acts, the more he encreaſes the Stock of that 
curſed Inheritance convey'd to him by the firit 
Tranſgreſſion. Wherever fuch a Man moves, 
he moves in his own corrupted Sphere. One 
would think, that daring his Prayers and other 
religious Performances at leaſt, he ſhould be riiſ- 
ed above himſelf, and the common Level of n+ 
tural Depravation. But no! ſtill you find him 
in his own corrupted Centre. Though he ſeems 
to move out of it, *tis but by fits and ſtarts; 
and in all ſuch ſpecious Performances he is like 

a Spider, which indeed in moving up and down, 
_ ſpins a Web, but out of its mn Bowels, being 
' notwithſtanding its buſe and reſtleſs activity, bſ 
a continued Thread faſten'd to its own earthly 
Principle. | 5 n 20 

Thus the vatural Man in the beſt of his A- 
ctions, never leaves himſelf, never forſakes 15 E 
bh, TOES | ; etf. 5 


ue 8 I N. Ih 
kf, All his Prayers, an Rag . 9 of 
is Devotional. Acts, 3 hyr 80 
cal, cuſtomar y, 195 Sabel en [== of. 
dip, tho” perhe 1105 the extern Pa 
ere may be affectation, rificet s and ſeverity 
wongh, He Sings and Prays in the old Man. 
Bis Alms-deeds are the Effects of the old Man. 
If iz be never ſo huſie about Forms and Ordi; 
unces, tis but a deceitſul Workingo he old Man, 
rho in The midſt of all theſe life ens Formalities 
miitaigneth his Ground, and: flatters the Soul 
to a confident Dream of her being in a good State. 
Fo this rate the Soul bei be, left to her 
a and depriv'd of a ſuperior Guide to lead her, 
becomes at laſt: abominably corrupted | every 
„ere. The more ſhe gives way to the inward 
Slicitarions of Original Sin, (which is a ſtir- 
ing Evil, aud never lies dormant,) the more 
ie filth and various Diſeaſes. foſtering within, 
reak forth into outward loathſome Ulcers, and 
palignant Sores. She is like a Carcaſe, (the 
rh Word uſed by the Apoſtle here, bears this 
ane which when it once begins to rot, 
23 more vile and naſty every Day, and falls 
way at laſt into utter Corruption. But in her 
cligious . Performances, ſhe is like a Carcaſe 
trew'd over with plenty of curious Flowers, 
which indeed may deck its Corruption, but ne- 
er take it away. He that foweth to his Fleſh, 
nd indulgeth himſelf in the vicious Inclinations 
i Original Sin, ſhal of rhe Fleſh reap Corruption, 
Pal. VI. 8. Hence it is, that bott Sin and the 
dinner, have ſo many vile and odious Names 
ven them in the ſacred Scriptures: Sin is 
ud, Filth of the Fleſh, 1 Pet. Ill. 21. Filthi- 
eſe, and ſuperfluity of Naughtineſs, Jam. I. 21. 
it and Aire, 2 Pet. II. 22. becauſe it ſullies 
be Glory and Brightueſs ofthe Soul. The Sinner is 
B 2 ö 


s msn 
compared to Sepalchres ful of jr Mens Boner 


Sinners are in plain Terms called by the Name 


by the ſacred Writers, to ſet out the Odiouſ- 


ble; by how much the more it aſſects the ſublimer 


preſſions it leaves there, being more penetrative, 


Craft, endeavours to win upon Men. Sin 1s 


ces whereby the deceitful Luſt endeavours *! 


are apt to commit. There are ſtrong Deluſem 


22 
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and of _ all. Oneleanneſs, Marth: XXIII. 27. And 
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of Serpents, and Generation of Vipers, ver. 33. Al 
theſe Words, and a great many more, àre uſed 


neſs and Vileneſs of a Man in the State of 0. 
riginal Sin and Corruption, and to work him in- 
to a greater deteſtation thereof. And this Vile. 
neſs muſt needs be ſo much the more abomina- 


and more ſpiritual Faculties of a'Man ; the Im- 


and apt to transform the Soul more and more 
into the very Nature of the Devils them ſelves. 
The Apoſtle goes on, and declares. by what 
Ways or Stratagems the old Man, after he 1 
once, originally corrupted, ſtill corrupteth him 
ſelf more and more, and others with hitnſelt 
And this is done according to the deceirful Luft 
or the Lufts of Deceit, of Error and Seductin 
The Meaning is this: Sin does not always re 
preſent it ſelf in its own black and odious Co 
Jours; but by means of Treachery, Deceit, and 


an inſinvating Nature, and by many Turning 
and Windings, betrays the Soul into a col 

lance with Sin and Impiety. It would be to 
long for my preſent Deſign, if 1 ſhould preſum 
here, to enumerate the many Pleas and Pretel 


ther entirely to juſtify, or at leaſt to exten 
ate the Evil it is atteuded with. A ftri& O. 
\ ſerver of the Motions of his own Heart, W 
every Day make new Diſcoveries of the ſever 
Steps Sin is wont to take in gaining upon bin 
There is a ſort of Deceit in every Sin which" 


D _ uz 
ones, i or a certain Energy of Deceiving, (2 "Thie(F. II. 1114) 
And ent as a [Judgment upon thoſe chat don't re- 
ame ve the Love of the Trath. But beſides this par- 
A ticular Judgment inflicted on the Refraftary; 


ufedſ de whole Nature of Men is. expoſed without 
liouſ-{M Fence, to all manner of Lying Powers, which 
of 0-WMrow moſt ſhamefully impoſe upon it; ſince it is 
im in- bn away from its original Integrity. Man 
Vile bath now loſt that Singleneſs of © Bye which he 
mina- vas endow'd with, and which alone enabled 


Jlimer 
he Im · 
rative, 
more 


him, to diſcern betwixt the Reality and 
Anearance of Things. Tis true, the Devil is 
the grand Impoſtor of Souls; but then, Men 
vil do bis Luſts, (Joh. VIII. 44.) and yield to 


es. his Subtilty. Thus the Devil's Luſts become 
7 whatWour own. The Prophet calls the Heart invei- 
be i led by original Sin, deceitſul above all thingy, 
h him ger. XVII. 9.) and by asking, who can "know it ? 
ait ſellle ſgnifies that no humane Penetration, Wit, or 
LN gacity, is ſharp-ſighted enough, to dive inta all 
dutt.o be Myſteries of Self-deceiving. What a dange- 
ays reyWous Companion is now a Man to himſelf! St. 


ous Cone, ſpeaks of an enticing Luſt, (Chap. I. 14.0 


eit, a00@hich makes Men believe, they are happy 

n is 08M giving up themſelves tothe Temptations of Sin. 
uroing Thus in every Luſt is an Enticement, and «+ 
a cou Bait of Luſt as it were; and as there is var 
d be to iety of Luſts, ſo there is variety of Entice- 

pre ſuntents. St. Paul ſays of the Unconverted, they 


Ppreteußß ve divers Luſts and Pleaſures, Tit. III. 3. all 


ours e bich beſet the unregenerate Soulz and draw 
extelußgr either away with an impetuous violence of 


trict O ecriag, or beguile her with a fair Appearance 


art, WW Pleasure and Satisfaction, which the A poſtle 
e ſever my Text calls, the deceirful or erroneous Luſts. 
pon MU again, Heb. III. 13. He warns againſt the 
which gn /e of Sin, whereby the careleſs Sinner 
Deliſe i dend at laſt, and render'd quite inſenſi- 


ble 


6 I Doc N of, | „ 
dle of his Danger. Thus Men are taken Cap- 
tive at the Devil's Mal, (2 Tim. II. 26.) and 
which is worſe, don't feel their Captivity. Should 
enlarge here on the ſeveral ſorts. of the de. 
ceitfulneſs of Sin, and of its ſpreading it ſelf e- 
very where; 1 ſhould then be obligat te take a 
furvey of all 7 Religious: Duties, and ſhow the 
geceitfulneſs of the corrupted Heart, mingling 
it ſelf with the beſt Performances. The fervent 
Zeal of many that ſeem to riſe in defenſe of Re- 
ligion, would prove but the Product of a deceitful 
and felfiſh Luſt, inflamed by Sect and Party. The 
Prayers of many, would be but a dead Forma- 
lity; and their uſe of the Ordinances. would prove 
a meer hereditary Cuſtom, deſtitute of that in- 
ward Senſe which accompanies them, wheu thc 
are aſed as they ought to be. in all this z 
Man deceives his own Mind, as it is ſaid, Gal 
VI. 3. and gives a falſe Judgment, Jam. I. 22. 
Now any. one that is made truly ſcalible f 
theſe deceitful Ways, and various Impoſturas 
whereby Mankind is now enſnared, hath ref 
to cry out: O wretched Man that I am, wha fh 
deliver me from the Body of Sin? Certainh), it 
Man's Wit and Reaſon, not his natural Patt 
© and Abilities will ever deliver him from, a 
guard him againſt, the enſnaring Power and a- 
rifices of Sin. For the Light a natural Man pre, 
trends to, will never carry bim to the Root Ui 
Sin and Corruption. It hath too much Dark 
neſs mingled with it, being like the dying Buy 
res, or weak glimmerings of a Candle in tv 
Socket, which will never afford a ſufficient Ligh 
for a perfect Knowledge or Diſcerning of Things 
i Nay, if that very Light many ſet up for a Prin 
Wi ciple leading to Lite and Happineſs, ſbarid lM 
. come - Darkneſs, hom great then muſt that Da 
1 eſs be? All the Corruptions in Mag's Her 4 


a 
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comes: Fer when the Commandment: comes, Sin re- 
unt, Rom. VII. . which may ſhow us the e- 
ninent Uſe of the Diſpen/ation of the Lam in the 
Work of Converſien, For this alone diſcovers 
zin in its OWn native Corruption, making there» 
yy a Beginning towards a ſaving Change of our 
Souls, and convincing; us at the ſame time, hot 
reatly our diſcerning. Faculty be impaired in 
eligious Duties. Men are now enſlaved by Sin, 
ad yet don't diſcover Sin, till the Law romas 
ad revives ab: inen i 233 heb wet 
And this whole Train of Corruptions lodg- 
| in the Heart, belongs to the former Conver- 
in- ion, which the Apoſtle deſcribes at large in 
rr. 17, 18, 19. going before my Text, where 
e charges the Heathens with walking in the Vs- 
ity of their Mind, having the Underft ending dark- 
d, being alienated from the Life 4. God, through 
e Ionorance that is in them, becauſe of the Blind» 
Fs of their Heart: Who being paſt feeling, have 
[01 ven themſelves over unto Laſciviouſneſs, to work -» 
Uncleanneſs with greedzneſs. Thus far goes the 
ſcription of a heatheniſh or unregenerate Life 
d Conduct. However, no Man ought to brandy, * 
| Heathens only with this foul Picture drawn 
the Apoſtle here. *Tis the Character of all Chri. 
ms, ſo call'd, who under that Name harbour 
beatheniſh Spirit within them. But the Truth 
tis the very Nature of Original Sin, to for- 
our own Corruptions, and refte& on thoſe 
our Neighbour, The Jews of Old could bear 
ently, when the Sacred Penmen ſet out the 
dravation of the Heathens inthe moſt horrid Co- 
rs; but did not like it, when they pronoun- 
them guilty too, and bound them over to 
ame Puniſhment with the Heathens. How- 
7, the Apoſtle humbles both Jens and Hed- 


then: 


"The. Do Frine of 
'thens in this excellent Ef e to the Epboſuan, 
which contains __ Text. This: plainly appears 
from Chap. II. 1, 2, 3. Where, in he firſt Two 
Verſes Alareſiag kimfelt: to the Heathens, he 
opens . unto them the Power of Sin in its UF 
mal Conſequences : And you'(Gentiles) who werf 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins, wherein in tine api 
FTE walked according to" the Courſe of this Welk 

according to the Prince of the Power of the An 
the Spirit that now r in the Children of 
Diſobedience. 

Now leſt the Jews ſhould value e 
too much on account of ſome 3 Privile- 
| ges, or think too well of their ſpiritual State, 

J att the Apoſtle cuts off all manner df Boaſting "by 
the following moving Confeſſion : Among * 
alſo, WE (Jews) all had our Converſation in Tina 
paſt in the Luſts of our Fleſh, fulfilling the Defirt 
of the Fleſh and of the Mind; and were by Nu 

ture the Children of Wrath, even as others. Which 
Obſervation, as it gives no ſmall light to th 

15 fuller clearing up of all the Myſteries. contain 

11 in this Epiſtle; ſo it evinces, that neither ai 

«fi Gentile by his Moralities, nor any Jem by h 
4 4. Ceremonies, is exempt from the Stain of org 

Corruption. And theſe Hints may ſuffice th 
wards explaining the Nature of Original Sin. 
ſhall add a few Obſervations of the Conguef 0 
this Sin, and then conclude with a Prattical A 
plication of ſo neceſſary a Subject. 

'The Co nqueſt of Original Sin 1s thus expreſil 
in my Text: PUT OFF the old Man. *Tis pla 
from Col. III. 9. (where the Engliſh Tranſlatid 
Tenders it after the ſame manner) the Word! 
borrowed from the Practice of putting off om 
Cloaths. But then care muſt be had, leſt | 
take - up too ſlight Notions from ſo ſlight! 
Work. For as the oi Man, which. is to be f 
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and ſpreading it ſelf through all the Thought 
Words, and Actions of the fall'n Man. A 
this is the old Man and his leading Luſt, 


In another Place, the Apoſtle expreſſes it 


Tuſts, into which it is branch'd out, Gal. | 


of a Chriſtian. For as the putting off on 
Cloaths is not done in an inſtant, but by a 


the old Man done with one ſtroke, but bye 
his deceitful Luſts and Corruptions. This "i 


of Chriſt is to take up. This Work requires 


moſt ſpiritual Faculties of the Sou. 


they are to the Duty of Mortification, that dou 


Diſtemper rages in them, and what a Gem 


Patronage of the old Man. And from, Titi 


tion. about putting of the old Man. The! 
Man will flatter himſelf with a vain Concei 
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natural SELFNESS, which we are bid to put 


mortiſying the old Man, (Rom. VI. 6.) and] 
cruciſying the Fleſh, or the radical and produdt 
Principle of Sin, with the various Affection, 


24. This is the daily and uninterrupted: Ta 


tinued Motion ; fo neither is the putting ( 
grees, as we ſhall every Day diſcover him 
ſtep towards that Daily Croſs a true Follon 


moſt reſolute Patience. The more Spiritual WW 
is, the harder it is to do this, the old Man i" 
ving twiſted himſelf about all, and even th 


This ſhows therefore what great. ſtrangl 


only refuſe to put off the old Man, but b) 
manner of Colours, cloak and excuſe, of : 
tify him in his carnal Propenſions. Theſe fe 
ſons certainly don't know what an infedig 


ſpotted by the Fleſh hangs about them. Soch 
Man wreſts the Scriptures themſelves inte 


ſpring up ſo many falſe Cunſtructions of the 
cred Writings, contriv'd by Men that have 
Mind to obey them. LE RD 
Alas! How many miſtake here in their 


_ - 
| 


having pus of the old Man, when perhaps 


vght 


put inſelf of a notorious Wickedneſs, and given now 
it ray to inward Defilements in Thoughts and De- 
and res. Let therefore the ſober Man donſider, that 


eis far enough from putting off the 9 Man, ex- 


ons Pept his Sobriety be accompanied with 4 ſincere 
3 al. N of Ungodlineſs, and of worldly (not only 
d I eds, but alſo) Luſts. But this Solyicty is not 
F onivght by Nature, hut Grace, às the Apoſtle 
vac bainly tells us, Tir. II. PI, 1i2 1 
ting The Serious Man comes in likewiſe for a Share in 
t by e Religion and Piety. He thinks he hath actually 
him WW of the od Man, when he hath quitted the Luſts his 
his Mounger Years inclin'd him to, beginning now 
Follou betake himſelf to a more ſerious Courſe of 
quires Wife. *Tis true, many Sins begin to drop off 
ritual ben Men are ripen'd into a fuller Age. They 
Man nt reliſh any more thoſe Vanities which are 
even Mculiar and proper to a young Man, they ha- 
now outgrown the Sins of a younger Age. 


t alas! How little is ſüch a Man acquainted 


hat ith the putting off of the old Man] For this 
put b th not depend on Age, but on Grace. Per- 
0a, s his Seriouſneſs ſerves only to commit more 
helc "us Sins, whereby the Sinner that commits 


n, becomes at laſt, an equi ite lnſtryment of 
ckedneſs under the Influence of the common 
celver of Souls. After him, the Good-natured 


ance of having put off the old Man long a- 
2 ay, of being become even a Pattern of Sweet- 
; and good Conduct to others, not arrived 
1 a Temper as his is. But certainly, if this 
Nature, be that Divine Nature which thoſe 

. Partakers of St. Peter writes to, 2 Per. I. 
, 1 undoubtedly, this good and divine Nature 
mine in the whole Conduct of a Man, and 


Orightat SI If 
" AWiath put off one groſs Sin, and embraced a. 


in ſteps in with a ſpecious Confidence and 


C2 | ſea- 
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ſeaſon his Actions too with a Spirit of Good- 
neſs and Moderation. But then this Goodaeſs 


is derived, entirely from the Principle of the New 


* 


Birth. And how fain would the Honeſt alan paſs for 
a good Chriſtian, and get the repute of beingiborass 


gain, only on account of his being free from the fou 


and open Pollutions of the World. And tray, 
what is more common. among the Vulgar,\(who 


judge of Things by the Vogue, J than to entitle Ser 


vants to a Dignity. which belongs to Childrea, 
and laviſhly to beſtow the Rights of thoſe that 
are born after the Spirit, on thoſe that are bon 
PE the Fleſh only? But as theſe important Mir 
ſtakes create abundance of Miſchief and. Diſore 
der; ſo; we ought carefully to avoid calling 4 
Thing by any other Name, than what the in. 


ward Character, and the impartial Scrutiny 4 


that Spirit who ſearcheth the Heart and tt 
Reins, will allow. *Tis the Law, which by il 
ſpiritual Penetration, condemns both the 8 
e and the Actians of fall'n Men, tho' pit 
aps the latter may appear under a good Nam 
and a ſtriQneſs ſpecious enough 


And now, my Beloved! we will make fon 
Application of what hath been ſaid hitherto 
the Doctrine of Original Sin, and the diſn 


Effects it is attended with. Conſider above 


Things the Depth and Malignancy of Orig 
Corruption, whereof too many making light 
theſe Days, never obtain a thorough inſight | 
to the Stupendous Myſtery of Man's Refa 
tion by CHRIST. The want of this Knowlal 
is and hath been one of the greateſt Inlet 


all manner of Erroxs, Hereſits, and Del» 
which | could fully prove by. ſeveral Ded 
ons drawn from Hiſtory, if my preſent i 
would permit It, e 45 05:3: 0 


1 
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What flight Notions have many of Adu s 
ranſpgreſſion, as the Pelagrans had © 


ad. af old. They 
ril not allow any. Taiat of Original Sin at all-; 


nuch lefs can they conceive,.a Communication 


2 


* 


will tell you indeed, that Adams Sin proy'd 
an Occaſion to others to take the {ame falſe ſtep 
ifterwards, and to imitate him in his Diſobedle 
nce: But then they will know nothing of that 

general Deſalt of - all, Righteouſneſs wherein Man 
as. created firſt, and of thoſe; inbering Corruy 
ptions foſter'd within, and breeding continua 
Diſeaſes in the fall'n Soul. They are utter 


Diſot; rangers to that peſtilent Depravation of Man's 
ling Nature, which by its ſpreading, Maligaity turns 


very Remedy applied by Men into morbifick 
Matter it ſelf, aud even disfigures every Action 
ith a Mark of Sin ſtamp'd upon it. Alas! 
How eaſy is it for ſuch Men, to repair the Wa- 
ſtings and Breaches of Nature, if there be a- 
ly to be repaired at all; or to, waſh away. by 
heir own Induſtry, thoſe ſpots of Nature, which 
ferhaps were flightly. ſprinkl'd on it by Hdu- 
ation, Converſation, Imitation, and other exter- 
al Ads incident to humane Life and Conduct. 
\nd from this flight and ſuperficial Knowledge, 
nuſt needs ſpring that ſtrange neglect of Proagh- 
ng up CHRIST as the very vital Principle of all Rely- 
ious Duties, and of ſetting him out as the only 
Neſtorer of the Soul fall'n in Adam. 1011 
Conſider therefore, that the Knowledge of aur 
Adam, and of our Recovery in CHRIST, 
re the TWA great Hinges, wherepn the whole 
ure of Chriſtian Religion moves, and which 
_— link'd together as it were Hand in Hand, 
e former of theſe cannot be thoroughly un- 
N erſtood without taking a ſurvey of the latter: 
nd the latter cannot be laid hold on without 


* 
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| ſound Knowledge of the former. If 44 m's 
Fall be rightly ſook' d into, it will certalgly 
make way or. a ſolid and ſubſtantial Know- 
ledge of our Reftauratios by Chriſt : To 'part 
eſe Cardinal Principles aſunder, is to break 
e whole Order of our Salvation: To link 
em together in the Spirit of Divine Wiſdom 
and Diſcretion, is to unfold all the ſaving My. 
ſterjes of Religion, and to diſplay Chriſtianiry 
In its true and heavenly Luſtre, together with 
16 whole Train of Chriſtian”: Virtues attend. 
ir. 5 
herefore my Beloved ! as my preſet) bit 
Surf relates chiefly to the Fall of Man, ſo 1 
would have you conſider over and over again, 
ehe fatal Evil thereby deriv'd on us, and on 
our whole Poſterity. This Sin is called an 1 
dwelling Sin, Rom. VII. 17, 20. becauſe it ne. 
ver removes from its uſnal Habitation: Por 
tho' ſome Souls may hate and mortify its Deeds, 
yet will they never be able entirely to deſtroy 
the firſt Cauſe from whence they proceed; This | 
Sin will ſtill be a conſtant Inmate, and in pight 
of all the hard Uſage it meets with, del in 
Men after it is once admitted within | door 
And this is the Sin which doth ſo eaſily beſet n 
Heb. XII. 1. It is ſtiled the Law of Sin, Rom. 
VII. 23. ſince it revives and ſtirs up all other 
Sins, and influences them with irs helliſh Mo 
tions and Commands. *Tis termed the Body of i 
Sin, becauſe 'tis branch'd out into abügd de f 
of earthly Members, and clogged with a Worll 
of unfruitful Works of Darkneſs. It ſupplietk 
all the Members with vicious Inclinations; au 
keeps yet a plentiful Stock within. *Tis call” 
the Fleſh luſting againſt the Spirit, (Gal. V. 17) 
and weakening the Law, that it cannot ſave 15 
as otherwiſe it might, Rom. VIII. 3. Some Li 4 


Original 8 INV. 23 


it the, Name of the Old Alam, beczuſe it is ori- 
zinally and by carnal Generation derived from him. 
This Sin is the Fountain-head, which conveys 
Venom to all 'the .Streams that | iſſue from it. 
« "Tis the Seed of Corruption, which, (as one de- 
„ ſcribes" it) how ſmall ſoever it be, therein 
© are contain'd, after a wonderful and hidden 
« manner, the Nature and Properties of the 
« whole Plant or Vegetable ; the Standard and 
« Dimenſions of its Stature; the Thickneſs, 
« the Length, and the Breadth thereof, and all its 
« Proportions z as alſo the Branches, the Leaves, 
the Flowers, and in a Word, the very whole 
«Make and Tree, with all the numberleſs Fruits 
« thereof. Tis a ſpiritual Leproſie handed down 
to the whole Maſs of Mankind by an hereditary 
infectious Generation. e e 
St. Auſtin calls this Sin, Original Sin, ſince 
it is the very Spring of all Diſorders over- 
flowing the World, as alſo of all the Judgments 
of God provoked by them. Alas! if an infi- 
ate Reſtorer doth not reſcue a Man from ſuch 
a forlorn State, be muſt ſink at laſt into the 
Gulph of eternal Miſery, and Joſe all the ve- 
ry leaſt Impreſſions of the Divine Life and Good- 
beſs. Tis the Want of this Knowledge which 
makes many poor Wretches darken the Luſtre 
and Glory of the Divinity of our Lord. They 
ſet up REASON for a Principle of their Re- 
ſtauration, not conſidering, that this Reſtorer 
Wants himſelf to be reſtored. But as this plain- 
ly diſcovers the Folly and Pride of Man's Heart ; 

for certainly no ſort of Pride can be more de- 
teſtable than that, whereby a Man offers to be 
bis own Saviour) ſo *tis a manifeſt Proof, how 
en by Sin have loſt themſelves in the Con- 
Eelts of their own corrupt Hearts. As theſe 
lea have but faint Images of the Fall; ſo eas 
| | ve 
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have but faint Images of the Work of Man's 


Recovery. Lis impoſſile they ſhould ever gain 
any Taſt of the Riches of CHRIST diſplay d in 
the holy Goſpel, and conferr'd on thoſe only 
that are poor in Spirit. As they take Sin to he 
ſome ſort of Proſs or Impurity eontracted from 
without ; ſo they will make you believe, that alit- 
tle good Breeding, and folkionable Converſation, 
will file off this unmannerly Roughneſs again, 
and entirely qualify-a Man for the Service of Bad 


and his Count x. eee 
But do you, on the contrary, learn the E-. 
Benſoueneſs of Original Corruption. It hath not 
only debauched all the Faculties of the Soul, 
hut all the Actions of all the Faculties. What 
Good can deſcend frem ſo vitiated an Original? 
Who can bring a clean Thing from an unclean ? ſays 

Fob XIV. 14. And one greater than he: The 
which is born of the Fleſh, is Fleſh, Joh. III. 6. 
And again: Do Men gather Grapes of Thorns, « 
Figs of Thiſtles ? ----- A corrupt Tree bringeth forth 
Evil Fruit. And leaſt one ſhould think, it re- 
lated to thoſe only that did not uſe their Endes. 
vours todo good, the Lord givesadefinitive Sentence 
at once, telling us: Neither CA N a corrupt Tra 
bring forth good Fruit, Matth. VII. 18. Here an 
utter impoſſibility of doing any Thing real 
good, is laid down, and all Humane Endeavour 
are ſilenced before the ſpiritual Tribunal of this 
impartial Judge. *Tis true, even the natural 
Man hath a great many Duties of Religion with 
in command; but being unconcerned whether 
there be an Heavenly Principle begotten in tle 
Mind, moving, influencing, and eplirening the 
Performance of his Duties, all that he calls Re- 
ligion, will rather prove an ſignificant Bai 


about, than a ſincere Love to Religions, 
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The vain Pretence to a Perfortnance of ſpi- 
itual Duties, without a ſpiritual Senſe and Prin- 


ple eg along with every Duty, is one of 
e moſt; dangerous Pieces of Popery, which ſhould 
re been long ſince turn'd out by Prote- 
tants. Tis plain, how apt that Party is, to 
al in counterfeit and forg'd Duties, and how 
eeply it concerned the firſt Reformers, to 
we the abominable Idol of the Opus operatum, or 
fa dead Formality, remov'd out of the Church; 
nd the Principle of a living Faith ſet up a- 
ain. However, what Luther ſays of the crabs 
d Divinity of the School-men, that he turn- 


zin at the Back-Door, proves but too true of 
xe dead Formality of Religion among all Par- 
s and Denominations of Chriſtendom. *Tis 
o viſible, how even thoſe that pretend to 
without the Pales of Popery, have let in this 
nſtrous Idol into the moſt ſacred Places of 
blick and private Worſhip, vainly preſuming 
ey have done their Duty, if they be. but 
ic and punctual in ſome formal Devotions 
eiv'd by Cuſtom from their Fathers. Now 
this blindneſs of Heart, and unhappy Med- 
of Religions, is the diſmal Effect of Origi- 
Corruption. | 
he Extenſiveneſs and Malignity of Original 
„ appears alſo in that it makes every Soul 
% of all che moſt heinous and infamous 
Is that ever have been committed, fince Sin 
been known in the World. Not, as if e- 
Y Man had actually indulged himſelf in all 
profane and lewd Practices corrupt Na- 
e is inclined to: But in relation to the 
duct ive and Radical Principle lurking in eve- 
one's Breaſt, and ready to ſprovt forth at 
me, when an opportunity offers to eatice it. 
D In 


| it out of the Fore- Door, but tliat it crept in a- 
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© In the Life of the moſt. profligate Wret 
we may now read our own | Chara? 
There is no Sin in his Life, but what is 
tour Nature. The corrupt Seeds are fown th 
_ {the whole Race of Mankind; and :contain'd- 
this Original Corruption. This . Confiderati 
may afford us daily Matter for Humiliati 
and keep us in a ſober Opinion of our ſely 
And truly all the Motives to the Study 
"Humility, will go but a little way, if th 
be not derived from this Conſideration. 
If yon be reſtrain'd from ſinning by the Powe 
of Grace, you have then no Reaſon to hoa 
ein the Fleſh: But if you be reſtrained þ 
ſome. rational Conſiderations only, yon ha 
then much lefs reaſon to think well. of your ſel 
You are far enough from putting off the . 
Man. Vou abſtain from à notorious Sin, tb 
you may indulge à more refined one. Voun 
Frain from proſtituting your ſelf to ſuch ohe 
"i | 'Vices as the World it ſelf cries down, th 
| vou may conform to thoſe that the Current 

| | ; the Times, and the Authority cf Men, hath rel 

11 


dred more Faſhionable. You put off carna U. 


1 filements, but give way at the ſame time! 
14 thoſe that ſpring up from a Fondneſs to & 
1 and * Party. Upon the whole, you have no re 

f ſon to value your ſelf upon any Proficiencyi 

; Matters of Religion; fince Self-love, and &. 

! will, as the firſt Reſult of original Depra 
tion, ſtill too viſibly appears in your whole G 


duct. Corrupt Nature is forward enough i 

| exchange one Sin for another, but is nen 

willing to put off the old Man. 

S On the other Hand, if God himfelf bath 

„ gun to work a ſaving Change upon your Mu 
vou onght then to conſider, that this is eat! 

ly a Work of Grace, and not of Narur:. "i 
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haracdef wild Tree doth, not bear any found Fruit 
{ its own, but by virtue of the Scien ingrat 


at is 
n the 
tand 


d therein; no more do you bring forth 
ruits of Righteouſneſs out of your pwn Stock; 
ut, by the Influence, of the good Spirit of 


m—_— od conferred upon you. Be, not high-minded,. 
ur ſelv * ſear? LEN OVE3S: $4 £21 OUS. 
study of, der alſo upan this Occaſion, the Nature 
if th f Original Sin. Tis an inward Evil and Di- 
ion. Iemper. It is a Bane of the Soul, and of all 
pawel de interior Powers of the Mind. Tis true, 


e Scripture requires alſo, the Hating of 4 
tred Garment, Jud. ver. 23. But then it is ad- 
ed, that this Garment is ſpotted by the Fleſh, or by 
he original Corruption foſtering within. There- 
dre as you tender the Good of your Soul, 
ae the right Method in having this Evil cu- 
d. As it is an #2ward Evil; ſo the Cure muſt 
e wrought within. Sin hath interwoven it ſelf 
to the Will, Reaſon, and Underſtanding ; 
ad ſo Grace muſt rectify the Vil, purify Rea- 
n, and enlighten the Underſtanding. Sin hath de- 
raded the nobleſt Faculties; and ſo Grace muſt 
alle em up again. There is a real Communication 
Adam's Corruption; and ſo there muſt be a real 
ommunication of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. Adam's 
n is not only imputed from without, but 
Qually impreſſed from within; ſo Chriſt's Righ- 
onſneſs muſt not be only imputed, but alſo 
preſſed in the whole Life of a Chriſtian. The 
4 Nature deriv'd from Adam by carnal Ge- 
eration, is an active Principle, and productive of 
umberleſs Motions; and ſo the new Nature 


ve no fe 
Aciencyl 
and S 
Depra 
hole 
-nough | 


is nest 


k hath M1v'd from. Chriſt, muſt be no leſs active and 
our Min Serous to bring forth Fruits of Righteouſneſs. 
is entif errupt Nature is like the Water of Jericho, 


4 IC 7 : 
ature · ' Was naught, and every Prop was naug bt; | 
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but the nem Nature is like a Well of good 
and healing Water, As every Drop favours of 
the Goodneſs of the Well; fo every Ad 
on of a Chriſtian, taſts of the Goodneſs 0 
Chriſt, Sin is a Leaven, which influences the 
whole Lump; fo Chriſt in his reſtoring Good. 
neſs, influences the whole Chriſtian in all his 
Deſires, Words, and Actions. 
This extenſive and univerſal Evil of origi. 
nal Depravation, may moſt ſenſibly convince 
us of the Neceſſity of Regeneration, that thereby | 
new Bent and Byaſs may be put into the Soul 
to overcome at laſt that earthly Bent where 
by the Soul is tied down to Sin and Corruption, 
I ſay, Neceſſity of Regeneration: whereby 1 don't 
nnderſtand a Handful of Moral Civilities; not 
a Set of fine Ceremonies; nor the Striftneſs d 
the Phariſee; nor the Rigidneſs of the Heathen, 
nor the fair Dealings of the honeſt Man; nor 
the attending to a Form of Religion ſet pp bj 
Laws of Men; nor a ſtout Defence of - ſont 
Party-Notions; nor the Learning and Prudence 
of a great Scholar; nor a Fit of Devotiol 
rais'd by approaching Judgments, or the Ter 
rors of the Law: Alas! all theſe little Thing 
fall infinitely ſhort of the Notion of REGE 
WERATION, enjoin'd by the Lord to all thok 
who will enter into the Kingdom of God. But 
as there are but few acquainted with the Deptl 
of Sin; ſo 'tis no wonder, there are but fel 
acquainted with the Divine Depth and Ampll 
tude of Regeneration. We ſee the diſmal EF 
fects of Original Sin obvious every where; all 
yet we don't ſee SN it ſelf that product 
em; nor do we care for ſeeing it if laid be 
fore us. And yet what elſe are the Judgment 
of Gad that begin to gather over qur Heat 
2 — "hes 4 „ 5 BAL {7 bb 


Original SIN, . 29 
ut the yiolent. Rolling ard Agitation of that 


1 see of Corruption dwelling within us, and 
Adi eaking ont at laſt into ſuch horrible Tem- 
ls te 45d Diſtradtions. “ 
des the Now inſtead of confining our Selves to Se- 
Good Nd Cauſes, we ſhould earneſtly ſearch into the 
all hiWrcime and original Source of all ſuch Evils, and 


e rather concern'd for removing the _—_ 
ay” 


ots n the Efe# that ſprings from it. 

onvingMcrtaialy, a bearty Endeavour after the actual 
-Feby af onqueſt of ſo epidemical an Evil, would do 
de Soul 5 more Good, than all the ſubtle and nice 


peculations, concerning either the Impntatior® 
r the Sinfulneſs of, or ſome other unneceſſary De! 
ates about this Sin, whereby School- Men have 
arken'd the Knowledge and Simplicity of {6 
ſeful a Doctrine. Thoſe Men that ſpend their 
houghts in coining Philoſophical Diſtinctions 


Where ⸗ 
ruption, 
1 don't 
ies; NOT 
Fneſs ol 


leathen; 


ns; nor 1d Notions on this Subject, are like him. 5 
t up H bo after having received a dangerous Wound, 
of ſone ends his Time in viewing the Make of that 
drudene ta! Weapon which hurt him, inſtead of ap- 
Devotialying himſelf to an able Hand to have it 
he Te. und up betimes.. AN "7784 
e Thing We ſhall never get any real Inſight into the 
REH rious Calamities of theſe Times, except we 
all tho ie the Malignity of this Sin. You know, it 
od. Bus this Sin that brought down the Flood 
he Depuf on the firſt World, and deſtroy'd Man from 
hut fene Face of the Earth. God himſeif ſaw, that 
1 Amp) Imagination of the Thoughts of Man's Heart 
ſmal EAR only Evil continually, Gen. VI. 5. and ſoon 
ere; auer, an Inundation of Calamities breaks in. 
product nd leſt one might think, this Deſcription of 
F laid bein! Depravation belonged to the renown- 
adgment Ante. diluvian Sinners only, Who had filled 
r Head Feth with Violence; the Lord repeats it 


bil ſoon 
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And this muſt be done by ſeeing them bon 
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30 A Prayer for a true 
Won after, when the Flood was over, Cha 


VIII. 27 in theſe Words: The Imag in 108 
Man's Heart is Evil from his Youth. All 


Fleſh. indeed was deſtroyed, but not the cat 
nal Mind, which was one of the firſt th; 


ſhew'd it ſelf again after Jo vaſt and diſmal 


Deſolation ; and this in a Religious Famil 
too, where one would have thought it ſhoul 
have been utterly extinguiſh'd at laſt. They had ſee 
a wonderful Train of Mercies, leading then 
thro' a Sea of Judgments ; but nothing was z 
ble to extirpate an Evil ſo deeply rooted a 
Original Sin is. And what great Reaſon hart 


Parents then to reQify betimes by Education, what 


they convey to their Children by Generation: 


ain of the Spirit, after they once were bon 
of the Fleſh. And now Feruſalem, ſince thay 


pretendeſt to be the true Church of Christ 


waſh thine Heart, nay, multiply to waſh tly 
ſelf again and again, (Pſal. Ll, 7.) and not ti 
outſide only, but thy very Heart and ipwat 
Parts, from Wickedneſs, and that Evil, which | 
the Root of all other Evils; that thou ms) 
he ſaved, by Him who is come to ſave Ped 
ple from their Sins: Hom long ſhall thy van 
Thong hits, that unhappy Product of Original Cor 
ruption, lodge within thee ? 
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A Prayer for a true Knowledge of Orig 
al Corruption. gt 4.0] 


(A LMIGHTY God and moſt merciful I 
ther "Tis thy avounding Mercy that mala 


we approach Thee with an unſeigned ee” | 


Knowledge of Original Corruption. 31 


5 f 055 we Thee. Tie by thy Divine Light 1 begin 20 
2. aps e my omn 5 Darkneſs * and "ris thy heavenly Call 
"oa hat hath: awakened. me into a. Senſe of my for- 
he * 0 n Condition. Thou haſt convey d a glimmering 
ft +; 1 ge into my Soul, which diſcovers unto me the 
inn: def and Perverſity of my Wit, the Blind 


ſs of my Underſtanding, the Rebellion of my Paſ- 
ms, the Defilement of my Imagination, the Pol- 
tin of my Memory, the Vanity of my Reaſon, 


Family 
t ſhould 


hag leet e Iniquity of my Members, the Conformity of 

1g then ole Boch p * Courſe of this World it = 
Adi a | g have J been a Captive of Sin, a Servant o 

1 5 f Prruption, a Child of Wrath, a Vineyard full of 
[A ih 00 bd Grapes, an Enemy. of my Redeemer, and yet 
3 7 


pied to that degree, as to be utterly inſenſible 
- Danger, = hardned ſo far, ey to A 
my very Shackles, and never to with my Liberty. 

Thave quenched thy good Motions,refiſted thy Grace, 
ieved thy Spirit, ſhut my Eyes againſt the Light 
| thy Convittions, broke the Bands of thy Law, 


zeration 
EM,. Horn 
ere bort 
ce ti 
Crit, 


aſh t d caſt away the Cords of thy Love. Lord, it 

| not 1 5 the 3 Up of thy Spir it, 
| wrt . bath given me at laſt this Knowledge of my 
W 10 J Vn Condition in Adam, and this Deſire to b 
10 Bs ered by Faith in CHRIST. How much of my 


cious Time have JI waſted in a State of cars 
Security, and been without the Lam, and the 
ritual Senſe thereof: But now," ſince thy Law 
come in its vital and penetrating Strength, Sin 
ves and ſhows it ſelf in its reigning and con- 
mg Power. Thy WORD is a Two-edged 
ord, before which, muſt fall at laſt all the 
apons of thoſe Vain Excuſes, whereby the falſe 
iſtian uſes to fruſtrate the Operations of thy 
d Spirit. Thou haſt begun to make me feel, 


thy. ait 
inal Col 


of Org 


N only the Vileneſs of Sin, but alſo the Provo- 
ei ons offer d thereby to thy infinite Goodneſs. 
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fir. undiſcerned in my Brea vr Rf 


; degraded we frim that Original Integrity wh 
i required by thy Lam, and which «bythe 
f Creation was once conferred apon me. "Thy Ly ; 

 ehuly. and juſt, but my Nature 7 r nw nhl 

r: hy Law is pure and right, bi. rel 
ture degenerate and crootad: 1 Lan 421 
and lively, but my Nature dead 2 Sing 


Hound much more. Let the Lat make 
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Frayer for a true, > err. un 
1; by. LAW. bath : nom tabled Fore 
\ Seed of Original in; 


fed ta carry vn the Work of. Converſiam ſol 
Nily begun that ſo, as Sin appears e xcteding iu 
tandemning me; thy Grace wh appear: A 
_ What mitem 


wm e ! Alas! How Ya hat 5 GRE 5 


Treſpaſſas, and thereby becumt an Abeminlria 


Sight, Tet thertfare -the , Mimiftrat um 
—. at me into à true" Brokennefs. 72 


by the Knowledge of Sin; and then let the | 
— of the Gofoel revive me by the Bron 
Grace. Let the Bam enter, that Sin 

but then let the Goſpel ſtep in tos, that ' Crib 


of my Bondage ro fear; but then let the. 695 10 
ence me with tire Spirit of Adoption to Lobel 

ee hear in Spirit the thundriug Menace tief t 4 
«pon Mount Sinai, to terriſy me; but "ela 
ne bear alſo the calm and gentle an 4 
Spirit «. upon Mount Sion, to comfort 84 i 
ſtrong Vind of thy Law break in pi _—_ | 
of 8 Ten > but then let the fü 
of thy Grace reſtore unto me the Joy of e, 
and make me a Sacrifice of Ri gel „ 
Altur of toy hoes age i 'Y 
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